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The Warmth of Other Suns
The book, The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great Migration by Wilkerson Isabel (2010), is about the departure of African Americans who ran away from the slave fields in the Southern to the Western and Northern cities of the United States of America. They fled from the oppressive Southern plantations to search for greener pastures in the industrialized cities that paid well and were marked with an anti-slavery atmosphere. The exodus took place between 1915 and 1970, in which about six million African Americans took part.
The book's key point is that African Americans who migrated from the South to the North and Western cities found better life opportunities with less racism compared to their colleagues who remained in the Southern parts of the United States of America. It also reveals that the famous Great Migration unfolded in phases spanning three decades from the 1930s to the 1950s. The story is told from the eyes of three exceptional individuals named Robert Foster, Ida Gladney, and George Starling. The author compares them to European immigrants who moved to the United States in the 1800s looking for better life opportunities.  The first part of the book explains how the three main characters escaped the wrath of the Jim Crow laws in their respective states in the South.  In 1937, Ida Gladney evaded the culture of oppressive sharecropping and the Jim Crow laws in Mississippi, where she got good jobs (the first one being in a hospital) that enhanced her life.  In 1945, George Starling ran away from Florida to Harlem, where he landed a well-paying job in a Campbell Soup factory which he risked by engaging in civil rights movements.  Robert Foster, on the other hand, fled Louisiana in 1953 to chase his medical career dream. He managed to become among the best surgeons of that time. 
The author uses various pieces of evidence and methods to cushion her main point.  One such evidence is the use of poems to reveal how the Southern parts of the US were hostile and unforgiving.  An example is a poem on page 294 entitled, Breaking Away. The poem by Richard Wright describes how the South was characterized with terror and hostility. The author also reveals that the North had better opportunities for growth in terms of jobs and education than the South.  Foster enrolled for a medical course in Meharry which he finished in 1945 before moving to St. Louis "to serve his residency at Homer G. Philips Hospital." He also got an opportunity to advance his career as a surgeon in New York and North Carolina (p. 176). Such opportunities were rare in the South. Individuals who migrated to the North got jobs in textile mills, factories, and hardware plants (p. 520). The author also depicts that the South had a low-quality life and was also adamant about abandoning the roots of slavery. Foster's mother has cancer. Even though the Supreme Court declared segregated schools unconstitutional in 1964, it took the South decades to integrate the new system. Prince Edward County in Virginia decided to close its entire education system for five years (1959 to 1964) to evade integration of the new system (p. 520).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The argument by the author holds water and is well-supported by facts and valid arguments. If I were a juror, I would buy the author's point for tabled facts are still visible in the modern US today. The book entertained me as I closely monitored the movements of the main characters from their respective states in the South. The book is well-written and divided into parts that build from each other.  It is easy to follow the author's arguments, for they have a clear foundation. Based on the nature of the organization in this book, it is apparent that the audience will find it easier to retrieve fundamental information without a lot of struggle. It is also not time-consuming. Another important aspect that is based on this book’s organization is the ease of understanding its plot. The audience can easily understand the flow of the plot due to its proper organization. 
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